
SENATORS QUESTION 
VACCINE ‘MONOPOLY’

The lawmakers press officials to explain bottlenecks in COVID-19 vaccine procurement and the national 
government’s insistence on buying the shots itself when local governments can do it on their own—and faster.

STORY BY DJ YAP

EERIE LANDSCAPE   Taal Volcano Island, once home to 8,000 people whose communities depended on tourism and fishing, has been reduced to an eerie landscape after the eruption in January last 
year. A drone shot shows gullies that have been formed on the volcano’s ash-laden slopes due to rainfall in the area. —GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE 

RIYADH—Saudi Arabia, the world’s top crude 
exporter, announced on Sunday the launch of 
an eco-city “with zero cars, zero streets and zero 
carbon emissions” at its futuristic NEOM mega 
development. 

The $500-billion NEOM project, set to be 
built from scratch along the kingdom’s pictur-
esque Red Sea coast, is billed as a development 
evocative of a sci-fi blockbuster. 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman un-
veiled plans for a city, dubbed “THE LINE,” in a 
presentation broadcast on state TV. 

It consists of “a city of a million residents 

Cars absent in Saudi’s
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The government is rolling out 50,000 doses of the 
Sinovac vaccine next month although the Chi-
nese manufacturer has yet to apply for emergen-
cy use authorization (EUA) from the Philippine 
regulator, senators learned on Monday. Vaccine 
czar Carlito Galvez Jr. said the government could 
not afford to bargain only with manufacturers 
that had secured EUA from the Food and 
Drug Administration. —STORY BY DJ YAP 
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Sinovac jab coming;
permit to follow

WASHINGTON—Congressional Democrats were 
set to bring up a resolution on Monday asking Vice 
President Mike Pence to invoke the never-used 
25th Amendment of the US Constitution, which al-
lows the vice president and the Cabinet to remove a 
president deemed unfit to do the job.  If Pence does 
not act, Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the House could 
vote to impeach Trump on a single charge of 
insurrection. —STORY BY REUTERS
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LIBUNGAN, COTABATO—Mayor Christopher 
“Amping” Cuan, 46, was inspecting a cockfight-
ing arena being constructed near his home in Ba-
rangay Cabaruyan in this town on Monday when 
a man shot him and his driver, Edwin Ihao, 36. 
They were killed outright. Cuan was on President 
Duterte’s list of “narcopoliticians’’ in 2016, but he 
denied any links to the drug trade. —STORY BY 

JEOFFREY MAITEM AND EDWIN O. FERNANDEZ
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driver gunned down

Prior to the lockdown, many health clubs had begun 
to test the viability of virtual fitness by developing 
mobile apps with on-demand libraries of workouts 
and implementing remote coaching. But as 95 per-
cent of studios and gyms around the world closed 
their spaces, the need for online alternatives accel-
erated and brought digital fitness to an all-time high. 
Experts see a significant rise in virtual fitness 
this year. —STORY BY REY BOLIVAR, CONTRIBUTOR
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